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In a heartening turn of events, three compassionate students, undertaking fieldwork on 

child labour, stumbled upon a saddening reality — a young boy, out of school for two 

years, compelled to assist his father in construction work. (By Arragement) 
 

Hyderabad: In a heartening turn of events, three compassionate students, undertaking 

fieldwork on child labour, stumbled upon a saddening reality — a young boy, out of school 

for two years, compelled to assist his father in construction work. Determined to make a 

difference to his life, the trio, with the guidance of their teacher, embarked on a mission to 

convince the boy's father. Their efforts bore fruit as he relented, leading to the boy's 

enrolment in the eighth grade at their residential school. 
 

This humane act is a manifestation of the broader ‘moral education’ initiative, a collaborative 

effort between the state education department and COVA Peace Network. Under this 

program, students across government, private, and residential schools transcend traditional 

classroom learning, delving into topics like child labour, dowry, care of elders and 

participatory budgeting through experiential learning, promoters of the initiative said. 

 

Impressed by their success, the education department and COVA peace network announced 

plans to expand the compassionate citizenship program (CCP) to 3000 schools across 22 

districts, starting from the academic year 2024-25. In a celebratory event held on Saturday, 

CCP’s project works display showcased 250 projects covering all their earmarked segments. 

Men of eminence like R. Venkat Reddy of MVF, Dr Kiran Kumar from Woxsen University 

and educationist Maharukh Driver, among others, presented prizes and certificates to the 

achievers. The event was dedicated to the memory of past presidents of COVA Peace 

Network-Egbert Samraj, Anand Raj Varma, Omim Maneckshaw Debara and Naheed Banu. 

 

Deccan Chronicle 

https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-affairs/students-initiative-takes-a-child-labourer-

back-to-school-885551 
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COMPASSIONATE CITIZENSHIP PROGRAM BY COVA PEACE 

NETWORK ENGAGES STUDENTS IN MORAL EDUCATION  

 
 

 

Students were trained in social advocacy to analyse issues, formulate possible solutions and 

work for redress through individual initiative, collaboration with friends, family, fellow 

students. 
 

Hyderabad: As part of Moral Education initiated by Education department in collaboration 

with COVA Peace Network, the students of government, private and residential schools 

engaged in systematic understanding of child labour, dowry, care of elders and participatory 

budgeting through experiential learning made possible by the Compassionate Citizenship 

Program. 

Students were trained in social advocacy to analyse issues, formulate possible solutions and 

work for redress through individual initiative, collaboration with friends, family, fellow 

students and represent to elected representatives, officials and faith leaders to help address 

issues and partner to transform society for better. 
 

According to Mazher Hussain, COVA, the students also learnt about Raja Rammohan Roy, 

Swami Vivekananda, Savitri Bai Phule, Jyotiba Phule, Sir Syed Ahmed, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

and others in social studies. Education department and COVA Peace Network will extend the 

Compassionate Citizenship Program to cover 3,000 schools in 22 districts from academic year 

2024-25, he said. 

 

Telangana Today 

https://telanganatoday.com/compassionate-citizenship-program-by- 

cova-peace-network-engages-students-in-moral-education 

 

For more information about Compassionate Citizenship Program-  

Concept - Strategies - Implementation Mechanism-Outcome and Impact:  

Please Click: https://www.covanetwork.org/in-school-curriculum/ 
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Walk to Wake Up Society! 
School Students Rally with COVA to Bring Awareness on Social Problems  

among people on Child Labour, Care of Elders, Dowry and Budget Management. 
 

Hyderabad: The Confederation of Voluntary Associations (COVA), in collaboration with the 

education department of the Government of Telangana, organised a program called “Walk to Wake 

Up Society” on Saturday, March 2, to bring awareness on social problems among people on child 

labour, care of elders, dowry, and budget management. 
 

COVA is a national network of voluntary organisations working for communal harmony and 

community empowerment in India. 
 

The program, which was attended by students from various schools in Hyderabad, was flagged off 

from Charminar. 
 

As per the press release, the volunteers raised placards and slogans addressing various social 

issues. They brought awareness about the issues as well as their punishments among the public. 

● There are over 6 crore children in India who are forced into labour, and the punishment for 

employing child labour is Rs 50,000 and up to 2 years of imprisonment. 

● Every 90 minutes, a woman dies due to dowry violence, and the punishment for dowry 

death is 7 years of lifetime imprisonment. 

● There are 14 crore elderly people in India, of whom 9 crore are working to survive and 5 

crore are below the poverty line. Meanwhile, the punishment for ill-treating parents is 3 

months imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 5,000 under the Maintenance and Welfare of 

Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007. 

The students carried out the rally with slogans urging people to take responsibility and bring about 

change in society. 

Later, they divided into small sub-groups and rallied through different localities around Charminar, 

interacted with people, and distributed pamphlets to make them aware of these problems. 
 

CLICK for detailed Report: 

https://bnnbreaking.com/society/hyderabad-students-rally-with-cova-awareness-drive-on-social-

issues-from-charminar 

  

More Media coverage at: 

https://www.siasat.com/hyderabad-students-conduct-rally-against-child-labour-dowry-2985846/ 
 

 

https://bnnbreaking.com/society/hyderabad-students-rally-with-cova-awareness-drive-on-social-issues-from-charminar
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https://www.siasat.com/hyderabad-students-conduct-rally-against-child-labour-dowry-2985846/


 

 
 

In collaboration with the School Education Department, Government of Telangana, a pilot 

project called ‘Compassionate Citizenship Program’ has been organised by the Confederation of 

Voluntary Associations (COVA) in the state to sensitize school students about social issues faced 

by the society and help them develop a sense of purpose to transform communities and social 

environment thereby to promote a better society to live-in. 
 

During the program, it is said that around 500 students from 33 schools in Hyderabad city 

picked-up an array of the topics to work over the project being initiated by the COVA, an NGO 

working for the upliftment of the society through ensuring peace and harmony and literary 

promotions across the country. 
 

According to MazhrHussain, the Executive Director of COVA Hyderabad, “Four districts such 

as Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar, Warangal and Vikarabad have been selected for implementation 

of a message oriented ‘Pilot Project’ that stretched over five months.” 
 

During the five month long program, he said, around 25,000 students from 122 government, 

private and residential schools from both urban and rural areas of the four districts took part in 

the pilot project and picked up different themes that include Care for Elders, Problem faced by 

Parents while Educating Children, Social Media: Fake News, Child Labour, Eve Teasing, Public 

Services, Environment: Plastic Usage, Participatory Budgeting for Children, Basic Introduction 

to Social Science and Social Advocacy. 
 

While working on a theme ‘Care for Elders,’ the students found that most of the elders suffer 

loneliness, ill-health and financial constraints in their serenity. After finding this, many students 

said they have started spending more time with their grandparents and enjoying their 

compassion. 

The students even submitted representation to Ministers and officials concerned demanding 

special counters or timings for elders in government hospitals. They felt that elders should be 

with their families in serenity instead of Old Age Homes. 
 
 

As part of the program, an event was organised today at Boys’ Town High School in Jahanuma 

area under Bahadurpura constituency experts delivered lectures to the students who participated 

in field visits and earned a formative experience while interacting with the society through 

working over the project. 
 

It is said that so far, 44 experts delivered 1000 lectures on 10 different topics and sensitized a 

volume of 25,000 students out of which 10,700 have carried out nearly 230 field visits covering 

the pilot project spread over five long months. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

HYDERABAD: JUNE 11, 2013 00:00 IST 

Student activism: It gets GHMC going 
If you are inspired and committed, you can do a lot. This was proved by a group of student 

activists who made the GHMC set right the dysfunctional clock atop the Mahbub Chowk. What 

the students did was to dash off representations to the civic body which forced it to repair the 

clock which had stopped functioning.  

Heritage protection- The GHMC also ordered an 

enquiry into the excess charges collected at parking 

lots and agreed to put up boards displaying the 

approved parking fee. The students also convinced 

a local channel to telecast messages and run scrolls 

on water conservation and other social issues.  The 

student activists plan to get government support 

and corporate sponsorships for restoration and protection of heritage buildings in Hyderabad 

and strive for the establishment of Hyderabad Culture Museum at Khurshid Jah Dewdi.  All this is 

the result of a month-long activism program conducted by COVA and ICAN on various social 

issues. A theatre training workshop was also organized by the Koshish Theatre Group, a COVA 

affiliate, wherein 50 students participated. 

 

 



 

FEBRUARY 27, 2012 18:07 IST 

Young activists in action 
The COVA-ICAN exhibition was aimed at developing social activism and the topics ranged from 

child labour, environment to issues affecting the Government schools. For students of city 

schools, meeting with children working in automobile workshops, general stores and selling 

bangles on pushcarts in Charminar sensitised them on the worrisome issue. Equipped with the 

draft of NCLP, they questioned the child labour rehabilitation project officer. 

Field work 

“We spoke to a child working in a shop in Khilwat. His father was killed in an accident and there 

was no one to feed his extended family. So he left school to take care of them,” says Syed 

Azimuddin, a Std. VIII student. 

“The shopkeepers were rude to us when we questioned them about employing children,” adds 

his team mate Syed Abdul Raza, sharing their field report with other school children visiting the 

COVA-ICAN exhibition. 

Social activism 

The event was aimed at developing social activism among students of schools in old city. The 

topics in focus ranged from child labour, environment to issues ailing the Government schools. It 

was after meeting Schoolchildren of Government schools and visiting the schools in Rein Bazaar, 

Imam Bada and Edi Bazaar that the students presented the problems haunting the Government 

schools, namely appalling student-teacher ratio, lack of drinking water facility and unsafe 

buildings. 

How healthy? 

Children of Yakutpura recorded the health hazards affecting their locality. They shared the 

footage over the laptop - unhygienic conditions abutting the nala flowing through Dabeerpura, 

Yakutpura and Talab Katta, and the garbage dump near the TB Hospital. “How can garbage be 

dumped near a health centre?” questions Abdul Basith, a Std. VII student of Imam Baksh 

Memorial High School. 

As for the nala, he says that a road build over the long nala can decongest the traffic in the narrow 

lanes here. 

The exhibition definitely found the young activists come up with out of the box solutions. 

Abdul Basith Std.VII, Imam Baksh Memorial High School: “We recorded the land and water 

pollution in the nala at Yakutpura. A road built over the long nala can be a deterrent for people 

to dump wastes and serve as a walkway or road for people.  

Sumeina Kausar, Std. IX, Rainbow High School: Government schools were established by the State 

to meet education needs. What we found was lack of infrastructure, mid-day meal and teachers. 

Hafsa,Std. IX, Crown International School: Our project was on pollution. Air pollution is the cause 

for breathing problems. One is witnessing global warming. Acid rain results in damage to 

monuments. 

Unisha Mirza,Std. IX, Lords Model School: We focused on the impact of pollution. Sound pollution 

can have a negative impact on health. Likewise, alarming deforestation and water pollution can 

have a dangerous impact on our lives. 

 



 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

Students get into social activism 
Hyderabad: Social activism in schools of Old City is fast catching pace with students not only 

joining hands in awareness issues but also finding solutions for them. These students are studying 

doing research and preparing projects on issues pertaining to the society.  

Almost 100 schools in the city in association with COVA and India Children’s Network (ICAN) are 

motivating students to undertake activism to solve social problems as socially-conscious and 

responsible citizens.  

Mohammed Turab, executive secretary of COVA, said: “ The objective of such social activism 

projects is to make them independent in not only identifying the problem but also in solving 

them, Students chose issues such as traffic management, speed driving, citizens charter, etc, for 

their project and work towards getting a solution for the same. We have identified student 

representatives from all schools who later presented their project work to the government 

officials concerned.”  

Take for instance, Azmath Unnisa,a class VIII student of Imam Baksh Memorial High School, who 

did a project on speed driving, “Since I was not aware about the topic, I met several trafic 

policemen to figure out that there is a sensor in each bike that buzzes when the speed is too high. 

This sensor is used only in New Delhi as of now.” 

It is only after working on this project that Azmath realized that if this sensor is used in Hyderabad 

as well, many accidents can be avoided. Azmath’s father Abdul Rahman said: “These projects act 

as a platform for students to raise the issues to the officials concerned. Through these projects, 

our student representatives meet several senior government officials and discuss the issues with 

them.” 

Social activism is performed through a structured methodology in all schools. Bal Adalat, a 

question-answer session between students and various noteworthy speakers of society, would 

soon be conducted to make students even more active. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


